
Minutes of the Southington Commission on DisAbilities 

May 12, 2015 6:30 pm Southington Police Department 

 

In attendance: George Pohorilak , Marlene Carbone, Judith Dandrow, Carmillia Kimmel, Mary Etter, 

Karen Leary, Lori Holm, Lisa Jansson, Tara McAuliffe (interpreter), Erika Pocock (arrived late) 

It was determined that there was a quorum since 8 of 9 commission members were in attendance at the 

beginning of the meeting. 

All commissioners present in addition to Erika Pocock were reappointed to the Commission for two year 

terms. Commissioner Jansson was recently appointed to the Commission for a two year term. Due to the 

need to elect officers at this meeting, Mary Etter volunteered to serve as temporary Chair until a Chair 

was selected. 

Nominations for Chair were requested. Commissioner Carbone nominated George Pohorilak to the 

position of Chair. Commissioner Pohorilak accepted this nomination. Commissioner Kimmel seconded 

this motion, and the vote to elect Commissioner Pohorilak as chair was unanimous. 

Commissioner Etter yielded the floor to Chair Pohorilak. 

Commissioner Etter nominated Commissioner Leary to the position of Vice Chair. Motion was seconded 

by Commissioner Jansson. Vote was unanimous. 

Commissioner Leary nominated Commissioner Etter to the position of Secretary. Motion was seconded 

by Commissioner Kimmel and the vote was unanimous. 

Commissioner Jansson nominated Commissioner Kimmel to the position of Treasurer. Motion was 

seconded by Commissioner Etter and the vote was unanimous. 

No one was in attendance from the public. 

Commissioner Etter made a motion to accept the minutes from the April 9 meeting. Commissioner 

Carbone seconded, and the vote was unanimous. 

Secretary’s Report – Commissioner Etter deferred to Commissioner Carbone. One special needs registry 

form came in and two women stopped Chair Pohorilak about it. Discussion regarding taking the registry 

“on the road” ensued. It was attempted twice this winter but snowed out. There was discussion 

regarding coordination with other groups in town. Chair Pohorilak offered to discuss with Lions 

leadership the possibly of a presentation in September. 

Our main speaker, Mr. Thal, congratulated Southington on our 5/3 presentation on public TV. Homeland 

Security sent a letter, which will be forwarded to the town council.  



There was discussion on our group becoming more active and possibly having dialogue with the Town 

Council. There was also more discussion about getting together with other groups in town. It was also 

mentioned that we should attend the Healthy Festival at the Aqua Turf in February. 

Commissioner Pocock arrived at this point in the meeting. 

Old Business 

May 3rd event was discussed. The attendance was a bit disappointing. It was thought that the good 

weather may have hurt our attendance. The venue was great and the food was fantastic. 

Chair Pohorilak stated that he would generate letters to thank all of the contributors to the event. 

There was some discussion on how information was distributed. We should start thinking about topics 

for next year – we have done three events like this now. Employment, transportation, and now 

emergency preparedness. Should we follow up on transportation? There was supposed to be a study 

but we don’t believe it happened. Maybe we could have several focus groups that are focused on 

different issues for different groups. We should focus our advertising to caregivers. 

Commissioner Kimmel offered to research the February Aqua Turf event re3garding cost and 

application. Chair Pohorilak offered to speak to CERT regarding the Apple Harvest Festival. 

It was mentioned that by September we should know if we are doing a spring event and what its topic 

would be. 

Treasurer’s Report – we have around $8,000 in our budget, including $1,500 for office supplies. We 

mainly spend money on our big event and on the interpreter for our meetings. 

New Business 

Topic for next meeting – it was suggested that we review the bylaws at our next meeting. Commissioner 

Etter said that she would investigate sending them out on Google Drive. 

There was discussion regarding an alternative meeting place. Commissioner Kimmel made a motion to 

look into using the municipal center for our meetings. This motion was seconded by Commissioner 

Jansson, vote was unanimous with one abstention. 

Chair Pohorilak thanked everyone for the event. 

Motion to adjourn made by Commissioner Pocock at 7:55 pm. Seconded by Commissioner Leary, and 

vote was unanimous. 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

Mary Etter, Secretary 


